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Thank you to our sponsors

What’s new?

Bar
A new Epos system is in the process of being installed in the Bar. It will 
enable any member with a card (deposit £5) to purchase goods at a 
preferential price. Watch-out for more news over the next few weeks.

Halloween
The U8s are organising the Halloween Party for the Minis on the 27th 
October. Please see the poster below for details and ticket information. 

We would really appreciate it if you could bake / buy some cakes for us to 
sell on the evening of the disco. If you wouldn’t mind then please let us 
know, so we have an idea of how many we have on the night. We are also 
looking for a few more volunteers on the evening (bouncers! food helpers 
etc). Again, please send us an email if you would be happy to help. 

All profits are going back into the rugby club, so please do help us make this 
a great evening.



Our New Club Vision to horizon 2022

Hitchin Rugby Club will be admired as a centre of excellence in Hertfordshire, providing first class 
coaching, facilities and organisation for players of every age, gender and ability.

Our club will be the principal venue in Hitchin for sports and social activities and business events, a 
vibrant place that is fully engaged with and valued by our local community and more widely.

Which means for our section:

Nurture our M&Y sections to feed through to our senior teams
✓The pitches and facilities full of children and families on Sundays
✓At least 50 members and 2 teams in each Youth age group 

Innovative coaching methods to continually improve the quality of our rugby at all levels
✓Hosting more County training for Herts RFU boys & girls
✓Herts County Rugby being played at Hitchin regularly
✓Our coaches feeding into the County coaching teams

Modern catering facilities / operations that supply appropriate and quality food for all events / activities
✓A good balance between professional and volunteer roles

Attracting a growing and diverse range of sponsors

Creation of a sustainable foundation for future generations to enjoy and build on

M&Y Wall Planner

Following our hugely successful M&Y Calendar last year, this year we are planning on creating a M&Y Wall 
Planner. 

If you are interested in sponsoring the calendar, contact Geoff Stringer: Safeguarding@HitchinRugby.com. 
With 620+ players in M&Y, this is a sizeable local opportunity for your company.

Social diary dates 

Halloween party

Our upcoming Halloween party Will be organised by the expert U8 age group and will take place on 27th

October at the club. See poster above.

Following on to this event we’ll have Xmas cheers on 15th Dec at the club again.

M&Y Tour

Tour will be on 6-8th April at Holt and Kingswood the U11 organising team is finalising the details 

but keep the date open. Book early, we are limited to 180 places this year. 
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Housekeeping 

New Ambulance access Barriers

You will see Blue barriers in front the Ambulance access. We needed 2 ambulances coming to the club 
on one of September Sundays and they can require access at any time during the week. Please do not 
park there at any time, even if some people think it’s acceptable to park there.

New 20mph zones on the roads leading to the club

Please be aware that there are some new 20mph limits on the roads leading to the club. These are being 
monitored by the police and points/fines being given out.

Smelly Boot Stall

Donations of old kit and boots would be greatly appreciated, either on Sunday 4th September, or contact Berni
to leave bagged on her porch: binnybo@hotmail.com. The stall can't work without a good supply of kit coming 
in and nothing is turned away. All the proceeds get ploughed back into the M & Y Section.

Regular Training Times

As last season, due to pitch space restrictions, we will continue to stagger the Mini & Youth timings.

Minis will train from 9.30am and Youth from 11am. Your coaches will confirm exact meet times for your age 
group.

Note: for the M&Y Open Day on Sunday 10th September, start time is 10.00am for all age groups.

Pitch Plans

On the next 4 pages, you will find pitch plans for Minis and Youth training sessions for the year. In order to 
ensure all age groups have the opportunity to socialise in the club bar, we will be rotating the age groups at the 
Priory. This will be a 3-weekly rota as detailed below. On Mini’s match days, we will revert to the ‘Week 1’ 
schedule. Youths match days will have a revised pitch plan sent by your coach.

Here are the dates with corresponding rota week:

Sept Oct Nov Dec

3.9.17 week1 1.10.17 week1 5.11.17 week3 3.12.17 week1 

10.9.17 Open Day 8.10.17 week2 12.11.17 week1 10.12.17 week2

17.9.17 week2 15.10.17 week3 19.11.17 week2 17.12.17 week3

24.9.17 week3 22.10.17 week1 26.11.17 week3 24.12.17 Off

29.10.17 week2 31.12.17 Off

Jan Feb Mar Apr

7.1.18 week1 4.2.18 week2 4.3.18 week3 1.4.18 week1 

14.1.18 week2 11.2.18 week3 11.3.18 week1 8.4.18 week2

21.1.18 week3 18.2.18 week1 18.3.18 week2 15.4.18 week3

28.1.18 week1 25.2.18 week2 25.3.18 week3 22.4.18 week1 

29.4.18 week2
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Mini’s Pitch plans
Here are the pitch plans for training weeks. There may be changes on match days, your coaches will let 
you know.

U 11

U12
Not in 
use

U6

U10

U7

U9

Not in use 
for minis

U5

U 7

U11

U8

WEEK 1

U 8

U10
Not in 
use

U6

U12

U7

U 11

Not in use 
for minis

U5

U 7

U8

U9

WEEK 2
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Mini’s Pitch plans cont ....

Here are the pitch plans for training weeks. There may be changes on match days, your coaches will let 
you know.

U 9

U11
Not in 
use

U6

U12

U7

U10

Not in use 
for minis

U5

U 7

U9

U8

WEEK 3
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Youth Pitch plans

Here are the pitch plans for training weeks. There may be changes on match days, your coaches will let 
you know.

U13

U15 Not in 
use

U16

U17 

&U16

U 13 G

U14

U 18G

Match only 

U15G

WEEK 1

U17 & 

U16

Not in 
use

U14

U15

U13 G

U13

Match only

WEEK 2

U15 G
U18G
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Youth Pitch plans cont ....

Here are the pitch plans for training weeks. There may be changes on match days, your coaches will let 
you know.

U13 G

U14
Not in 
use

U17

U17 

&U16

U13

U15

U 18G

Match only 

WEEK 3

U15G
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Match reports

U10s

Team A

Hitchin 1 vs Letchworth 7
Tackles : Tomas 13, Harry W 10 , Ewan 8, Jack 4, Elijah 3, Harry K 3, Sam H 3, George 3, Guy 3, Charlie 
3, Jamie 3, Teddy T 2 , Jake T 1, Jude 1
Passes: Sam H 5, Guy 5, Tomas 3, Teddy T 3 , Elijah 1, Jamie 1
Turnovers: George 1, Guy 1
Tries: Elijah 1

Hitchin 6 – Bishops Stortford 3
Tackles: Elijah 4 , Ewan 3, Jack 2, Charlie 2, , Guy 3 , George 2, Teddy 3, Tomas 2 Harry K 1, Jude 1, 
Sam H 1
Tries: Ewan 1, Elijah 2, Sam H 2, George 1
Turnovers: Jude 1, Guy 1, Harry W 1, Tomas 1

Hitchin 4 – Datchworth 9
Tackle: 3, Elijah 3, Guy 4, Tomas 4, Sam H 1, Teddy T 3 , Jack 1, George 3, Harry W 1
Tries: Ewan 1, Guy 2, Harry K 1

Summary
Very good commitment and bravery from the players in the tackle. There was also some good 
support play and good use of space. Guy was man of the tournament with his barnstorming running 
through the middle, which gave the whole team great go forward. The main reason we lost 2 
matches is that we decided to stay out of almost every breakdown, which was good for the defensive 
line but meant we hardly ever had the ball. Will have a rethink on coaching the breakdown; as the 
players were over thinking it.

Team B

Match 1 Hitchin v Letchworth – Win 4:3
Tries: Jake 2, Fraser 1, Lewis 1
Tackles: Eddie 5
Fraser/Sam 4
Ollie F/Ollie L/Jake/Thomas/Ethan/Lewis 3
Iris/Rosie 2
Close very equal match. See summary at end as all matches were similar.

Match 2 Hitchin v Datchworth – Lost 1:5
Try: Jimi

Tackles: Fraser 5
Lewis 4
Ollie F/Ollie L/Thomas/Sam 3
Ethan/Rosie/Jake/Elias/Eddie 2

We lost this game in the first 3 minutes. They scored 3 tries through missed tackles and by getting 
the ball out wide. After that our kids held their own with a load of possession and great defence. 
Their defence was good too and a few handling errors cost us trys.
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U10s cont ...

Match 3 Hitchin v Stevenage – Lost 2:6
Tries: Eddie 2

Tackles: Ollie F/Fraser 5
Sam/Ollie L 4
Iris/Thomas 3

Turnover balls through ripping or tackles cost us here. Great ripping performance from Jimi.

Summary
Some good rugby throughout and a lot of go forward play. Great tackling in all games but not 

consistent. Not contesting for the ball enough. The guys fought hard but too many turnovers cost us.
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U11s
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U11s cont ...
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U11s cont ...
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U13s

Saracens 15 – Hitchin 15 (Scorers Alex, Daniel, Alfredo) (NB each try scores 5 now!)

Isaac R, Ben W, Luca, Jack, Alfredo, Daniel, Isaac WP, Alex S, Ted S, Declan, Max AW, Gregor, Oscar, 
Nicholas, Thomas, Mali, Sam N, Jo T.

A beautiful day greeted us to kick off the new season. It was the first of our league games in the 
Herts Middlesex Junior leagues U13 pool B and we didn’t know what to expect.

Having only had a couple of training sessions this was a great result. The game started well with 
the forwards taking the ball up strongly, recycling and giving the ball to the backs. Despite the big 
pitch there was good tackling on both sides especially from Oscar, Isaac R, Nick, Daniel and Ted 
and neither team could get the upper hand in the early exchanges.

The boys were still a bit nervous and a couple of mistakes led to turnovers. Saracens capitalised 
through some slick passing in the backs to dot down with our defence bunched on the wrong 
side of the pitch. Despite the try the boys realised they could more than compete and solid 
phase play, including Sam showing fierce determination to tackle and rip, led to a penalty close to 
the line and Alex, through some strong running and neat stepping, dotted over. Sarries
essentially repeated their first try to lead 2-1 at the break.

The second half was all Hitchin with Mali and Gregor going close. Another great run from Alex 
and recycling by the forwards enabled Daniel to crash over. Then good phase ball gave Alfredo a 
one-on-one chance which is all he needed to fend and have a 20-yard run to the line. The boys 
were held up twice over the line but couldn’t get the additional score while Sarries did a 
“threepeat” spotting the lack of defenders and scoring an equalising final try.

All in all a great morning of rugby. Sarries were very welcoming hosts and special thanks to their 
medic.

Plus points: ability of players to beat the first man, scrum, rucking (generally), tactical kicking and 
chasing, going hard and right to the final whistle, great positive support from the parents, the 
kids seemed to really enjoy themselves. Special mention for Ben & Jack who both stepped up and 
held their own in a very competitive environment.

Things to work on: ‘back chat’ to the ref and each other, defensive lines/organisation.

Unluckiest player of the day: Isaac WP who was came off after the ref mistook good ripping 
technique for something else (tough luck, Isaac).

Man of steel: Luca who carried on playing despite dislocating his shoulder. We all wish him a 
speedy recovery.

Fool of the day: a certain forwards coach who took a player off but forgot to put another one on 
leaving the team 12 v 13 for a short while (making the result even more impressive!).
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Thank you to our sponsors

A big thank you to all those who sponsor Hitchin RFC .

If you are interested in sponsoring the club, please email Becky Bolter, 
Sponsorship Manager: Sponsorship@HitchinRugby.com
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